INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   PRESENT   DAY
Bay, the other supposed inlet to the sea-route, where this
widely-travelled seafarer lost his life in 1610, as his crew
mutinied because they wanted to return to England.
The Danish expedition of 1619 arrived at Hudson Bay
too, led by Jens Munk; and his Navigatio Septentrionalis is
a unique document, recording the sufferings endured by
the little group of men, of whom only three returned.
But the merchants who financed these earlier voyages
had bought their experience dearly, and now gave up
the attempt to find the North-West Passage.
At about the same time, traders began to feel their
way north-eastwards. An ill-fated expedition in 1553
made by three ships, of which only one reached the
north coast of Lapland, brought about the founding of
the powerful Muscovite trading-company, when Chan-
cellor, the leader of the wintering party, went on foot to
Moscow to inaugurate the communication. In 1594 the
daring seaman William Barents sailed as far as Novaya
Zemlya, where some years later he wintered. It was on
the homeward voyage from here that he died, half-way
over the sea that now bears his name.
From 1600 onwards attempt after attempt was made
to press through to the north-east, but without success.
Many of these voyages were led by Hudson, who dis-
covered among other places East Greenland. But even
if they did not have the longed-for result, their conse-
quences were not without practical advantage. His
stories of the countless whales and "sea-cows' found round
Spitsbergen resulted in the great Ice-Sea fisheries, in
whaling and in seal-hunting. These flourished for a
23